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DANIEL GARRISON—SALEM COUNTY CONGRESSMAN 
By Bruce Bendler 

 Daniel Garrison served Salem County in many 
capacities over the course of many years.  Born into a 
family that had lived in the county since the late 1600s, 
Daniel Garrison was born on April 3, 1782.1  Garrison 
married twice:  first, to Lurina Cripps in 1802, and, 
second, to Mary Curry, in 1807.  He had one daughter by 
his first marriage, and six daughters and two sons by his 
second.  Four of the children by his second marriage died 
in infancy.  Garrison became an attorney, and he served 
actively in the parish life of St. John’s Episcopal Church 
in Salem as he pursued an active political career. 
 Garrison’s first public office was Justice of the Peace 
in Salem County; he won appointment to that office in 
1803.  In 1806 and 1807, voters in Salem County elected 
him to the New Jersey Assembly.  His two consecutive 
victories came after losing a bid for that office in 1805 as 
an “opposition republican.”2  It was as an Assemblyman 
for Salem County that Garrison set forth positions on 
issues that defined his service in the United States House 
of Representatives nearly two decades later.  In the 1806 
session of the Assembly, Garrison opposed bills to 
incorporate turnpike companies across the state, from the 
proposed Sparta-Delaware River turnpike to the Trenton-
New Brunswick turnpike in the central part of the state.3  
The following year, he opposed similar proposals for New 
Brunswick, Woodbridge, and Hoboken-Hackensack.4  
Garrison’s opposition to what later became known as 
“internal improvements” persisted in his service in the 
House of Representatives in Washington.      
 While seeking to climb the political ladder, Garrison 
became deeply involved in the parish life of St. John’s 
Church in Salem.  He served as a parish warden almost 
continuously, at least from 1812 until his death in 1851.5  
He served the parish as a deputy to the annual convention 
of the Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey in 1822, 1823, 
1826, and 1827.6  Garrison also won appointment as a 
“manager” of the Moral Society of New Jersey on 
November 11, 1817.  The Society had been organized to 
promote the “suppression of vice and [promotion] of good 
morals” in the state.7            

 After serving two one-year terms in the Assembly in 
Trenton, Garrison continued his political activity in other 
capacities.  He was appointed clerk of the Salem County 
Board of Chosen Freeholders, assuming that office on 
May 12, 1813.8  He evidently won the attention of 
political figures at the state level; the state Democratic-
Republican organization chose him as one of the state’s 
eight presidential electors in 1816.9  Garrison also served 
as the county surrogate from 1809 until he took office as a 
Representative in Congress in 1823.       
 Daniel Garrison won election to the first of two terms 
in Congress in 1822, as a Democratic Republican.  No 
serious opposition emerged to that party’s ticket at the 
statewide level.10               (continued on page 57) 
 

 The Keziah Smith house, located at Penny Hill, East Broadway, 
Salem, NJ, was purchased by Daniel Garrison in 1812. It remained the 
Congressman’s home until his death in 1851 and that of his wife Mary 
Curry in 1863. [The house as it appears today, 2018] 
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The Quarterly Newsletter is  
published by the                                  

Salem County Historical Society  
Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter. 

 
Mission Statement: The mission of 
the Salem County Historical Society 
is to seek, document, preserve, 
interpret and perpetuate Salem 
County's heritage, and to enhance the 
awareness and appreciation of that 
heritage, through its research, 
collections, functions, exhibits, 
educational programs and 
publications, for the benefit of future 
generations and for the betterment of 
the community. 

 
Research Library &                       

Museum Hours 
Tuesday through Saturday    

Noon - 4PM 
Admission Fee $5.00 

Free for Members 
www.salemcountyhistoricalsociety.com 

 
Address Correspondence to: 

Salem County Historical Society 
83 Market Street 

Salem, New Jersey 08079 
Tel. (856) 935-5004 

 
 This publication may include 
historical materials that contain 
language or stereotypes reflecting the 
culture or language of a particular 
period or place.  These items are 
presented as part of the historical 
record. 
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GIFTS AND BEQUESTS                                                                                           

Why Not Remember SCHS in Your Estate Planning? 

l 
 A bequest is an easy, practical way to make a meaningful contribution to the Salem 

County Historical Society without affecting your current finances. Through a bequest in 

your will or a provision in your living trust, you may name the Society as a beneficiary of a 

specific dollar amount, a percentage of your estate, or part or all of what remains of the 

estate after other bequests are carried out.            

 The Society has been blessed in past years by generous bequests and, through our 

carefully developed endowment policy, these bequests are securely growing.  The former 

members and friends, who chose to support the Society through their generous 

testamentary gifts, have substantially helped the Society wisely plan for the future.  

 When deciding to include the Society in your estate planning, it is important to use the 

appropriate language in your will.  An example of some simple bequest language may be:  

“I, [name], of [city, state, zip], give, devise and bequeath to The Salem County Historical 

Society [written amount or percentage of the estate or description of property] for its 

unrestricted use and purpose.”  Please be sure to consult your estate planning attorney or 

tax advisor on how you can benefit the Society through your estate plan.   

A busy winter has already come and gone here at the Salem County Historical Society, 

and our thoughts have already turned to spring.  This year once again our big spring 

event is the Open House Tour, which will be held on Saturday, May 5th.  The Spring 

Open House Tour is our most popular fundraising event, and a wonderful opportunity to 

visit and tour some of the most historic homes and buildings in the county.  The House 

Tour Committee has been hard at work making plans and selecting sites, and we look 

forward to the results very soon.  Look for more details on the House Tour below. 

Our other Committees have been hard at work as well.  The Library Committee has been 

looking through our rich collection of archival materials with an eye toward conservation 

and preservation using a criteria based on physical condition and historical importance.  

The Committee has selected two deeds, one an early copy of a deed between John 

Fenwick and William Penn in West Jersey and the other a deed conveying property for 

the Alloways Creek Quaker Meeting House to the Society of Friends from Christopher 

White and Samuel Wade. Both have been sent to the Conservation Center for Art and 

Historic Artifacts in Philadelphia for evaluation.   

The Museum Committee is hard at work finalizing new rooms for exhibition in the 

spring.  Our new Clock Room, featuring most of the Society’s excellent collection of tall 

case clocks, watches, and other unique devices is now open.  The Committee has also 

completed a new Sampler Room that displays our outstanding collection of Salem 

County samplers and needlepoint.  A new Glass Room, telling the story of the rich 

history of glass manufacturing in our area is under construction.  All of these projects 

move us closer to returning all of the exhibit rooms in the Grant House to public 

exhibition within the next two to three years. 

The Education Committee is planning a new Victorian Rose Tea program for Saturday, 

May 12th.  This program will be open to adults and children and will feature a Victorian 

Tea and period costumed characters.  Be on the lookout for more details on this program 

on our Facebook page and website in the coming weeks.   

As always, these projects would not be possible without the generous donation of time 

and effort by our dedicated volunteers.  From planning to meeting to execution, our 
volunteers are vital to these efforts and to all the operations of our Historical Society.  

We cannot thank them enough!         —Andrew R. Coldren, Administrator and Curator 

http://www.salemcounty.com/schs
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Calendar of Events  

 Sunday, March 4, 2018                                                                
Open House and new exhibit sponsored by and at the 
Historical Society of Penns Grove, Carneys Point and 
Oldmans entitled, “Music in Our Communities” and “March 
1, 1932.” Time: 1:00PM-3:00PM 

 Sunday, March 11, 2018                                                             
March Quarterly Meeting at Friends Village in Woodstown 

Speaker: Robert Costa. Topic: Philadelphia Furniture—West 
Jersey Connections.  Time: 1:30PM  

 Thursday, March 15, 2018                                                            
Open Meeting for Elmer Area Historical Society in Elmer                                                                     
Topic: To Be Announced. Time: 6:30PM  

 Saturday, May 5, 2018                                                             
Salem County Historical Society’s “Open House in 

Fenwick’s Colony.” Tour Time: 10:00AM—4:00PM  

 Saturday, June 2, 2018                                                                       
Pennsville Historical Society presents, “A Day At The 
Farm.”    Time: 11:00AM—3:00PM 

 

What’s News at Your Society 

 The Salem County Cultural and Heritage Commission and 

the Historical Society hosted speaker Bernadette Blackstock, 

CEO of People for People, at the History Roundtable on 

January 25th.  Ms. Blackstock spoke on fundraising for small 

nonprofits and was extreme informative and helpful. 

 Society Administrator Andrew Coldren gave the latest 

History Matters talk at the Society on Saturday, January 20th.  

The program was called “Jersey Boys: Five Interesting 

Jersey Guys in History”.  Thanks to everyone who came out 

and attended this fun and extremely informative program.   

 The Library Committee has been reviewing our archival 

collections in order to determine conservation priorities.  As 
a result, two deeds from our collection have been selected to 
be conserved at the Conservation Center for Art and Historic 

Artifacts in Philadelphia.  The deeds are an early copy of a 
deed between John Fenwick and William Penn in West 

Jersey and a deed conveying property for the Alloways 
Creek Quaker Meeting House to the Society of Friends from 

Christopher White and Samuel Wade.  Special thanks to the 
members of the Library Committee for their work on this 
important project.   

 New in the Library—             

 “How It Got That Name” was a column in the Salem 
Standard & Jerseyman that began on December 24, 1930 

and ran until September 17, 1936. These 88 articles are a 
Salem County treasure of places and names. Society 

volunteer, Bill Saunderlin has printed out and collated each 
article into a binder with a complete name and place name 

index. It is available for research in the library. 

From Your Museum Committee 
 Concurrent with overseeing new acquisitions, over the past 
year, the Society’s Museum Committee has been working hard 
on a number of special projects. For example, the committee 
developed plans and are nearing the completion of a new 
“clock room” exhibit and a refreshed display of our  unique 
Sampler collection. 
 Additionally, the committee has been engaged in a 
systematic review of the entire collection to update inventory 
records in order to ensure and improve preservation of our 
artifacts. A sub-committee meets weekly to inspect objects one 
at a time. Research during these reviews has led to interesting 
revelations to be shared in the future. 
 As these projects come to completion, the committee’s 
strategic planning for 2018 has identified new efforts that will 
focus on preserving and strengthening storage cataloguing of 
our collection. Examples include the digitization of all past 
acquisition records into a searchable database and a new 
storage location for all non-collection consumables, separate 
from collection artifacts. 
 The Society has received funding from a Salem County 
Cultural & Heritage Commission grant that will be used to 
support the installation of a Native American display later in 
this year. 
 The Committee and other volunteers continue to work hard 
to preserve, conserve and interpret your Society’s diverse 
collection. If you are interested in participating in this valuable 
and interesting effort please contact the Society.  
   — Ervin S. Parker, Jr., Vice President, Museum 

2018 Spring Open House Tour 

 The Salem County Historical Society's 2018 Open House Tour on 
Saturday, May 5th will feature about 20 private residences and 
historic sites around the county. Visitors will have the opportunity to 
tour 18th century pattern-brick houses, early taverns, Quaker meeting 
houses, and other significant historic sites.        
 This year's theme will primarily focus on the central region of 
Salem County, with many sites in Woodstown, Pilesgrove, and 
Mannington. The featured house will be the Richard Miller house in 
Mannington, an early 18th century colonial brick house including a 
large walk-in kitchen fireplace, period furniture, and an herb garden. 
 Also open for the first time will be the new museum of the 
Greater Elmer Area Historical Society in the former St. Ann's 
Catholic Church of Elmer, built in 1894 with original stained glass 
windows. We look forward to another wonderful tour this year!            

 Photograph above is the Richard Miller House in Mannington Township. 
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MOUNT ZION BAPTIST CHURCH 
 

 “The first church wedding that ever 
occurred inside the walls of Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church, this city, took place on Wednesday 
evening last, [March 25, 1891] the contract-
ing parties being John A. Scott and Eliza E. 
Richie. The ceremony was performed by 
Rev. A. H. Sembower, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church.” 
National Standard, Salem, NJ, April 1, 1891 
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(continued from Cover)                       
 

Local opposition did 
emerge, as it did in 
Cumberland County, 
where opposition had 
developed to the 
“caucus system” by 
which a party caucus 
in Trenton nominated 
the party’s ticket.  
Ephraim Bateman, 
who lived in 
Cumberland County, 
received more than 
double the number of 
votes of  the “official 
ticket” there.11 But 
statewide, the ticket 
which included Daniel 
Garrison “was 
unquestionably 
elected” with only 
“scattering votes” to 
“Doct. Bateman and 
others.”12  Garrison 
and his running mates 
secured a similar 
overwhelming victory 

in 1824. 
 As a two-term member of the United States House of 
Representatives, three major issues confronted Daniel 
Garrison and his colleagues:  internal improvements, the 
tariff, and the presidential election of 1824.  Henry Clay 
and others sought to forge a stronger union by linking the 
sections of the nation with a network of roads and canals, 
funded in part by the United States government.  With an 
industrializing economy, tariffs to protect newly-emerging 
industries from foreign competition also became a hot 
issue in Congress.  And in 1824, no candidate for 
President secured the constitutionally mandated majority 
in the Electoral College. Thus, the House of 
Representatives had the responsibility of choosing the next 
President.  Daniel Garrison and his colleagues had to break 
the Electoral College deadlock, and their choice of John 
Quincy Adams over Andrew Jackson led to the emergence 
of the Second Party System.           

 On the matter of internal improvements, Daniel 
Garrison’s votes in Washington reflected the skepticism 
that his voting record in Trenton had manifested nearly 
two decades earlier.  One of Garrison’s few reported 
speeches on the House floor involved his position on the 
construction of a canal between the Delaware River and 
the Chesapeake Bay.  Addressing his colleagues, Garrison 
noted that he lived “immediately opposite to the point at 
which it would communicate with the Delaware;” thus, he 
“felt powerfully influenced in favor of the measure.”  Even 
so, he wanted to see the “estimates and calculations” 

before making a commitment.  A newspaper article 
described Garrison’s position as “rather con than pro.”13  
When the measure came up for a final vote, Garrison 
opposed the purchase, by the United States government, of 
300,000 dollars in stock to fund construction of the canal, 
a measure that nonetheless passed the House by a vote of 
113 to 74.14                
 Garrison did support a more general measure, favoring 
an appropriation of 30,000 dollars for surveying road and 
canal routes, which the House passed by a vote of 115 to 
83.15  Garrison did make one major exception to his 
general skepticism, favoring a federal subscription of stock 
to build a canal through the Dismal Swamp in Virginia 
and North Carolina, a bill that passed the House by a vote 
of 89 to 54.16  And Garrison evidently saw the 
construction of lighthouses as a legitimate responsibility of 
the United States government.   In the first session of 
Congress after his election, which convened in December 
1823, Garrison proposed an inquiry into “the expediency 
of erecting light-houses near the extremity of Cape 
Henlopen and another at the lower end of the Brandywine 
[Shoal] in the Bay of Delaware.”17         
 Garrison compiled a mixed record on the question of 
protective tariffs.  The House passed a major tariff bill in 
April 1824 by the narrow margin of 107 to 102, on which 
Garrison voted “Aye.”18  But as the House had debated 
numerous amendments to that bill, Garrison’s support for 
higher tariff duties was mixed.  He favored higher duties 
for items such as firearms, cotton bagging, and woolen 
cloth.  But he opposed higher duties of commodities such 
as frying pans, wood, and distilled spirits.  Furthermore, he 
opposed any kind of duty at all on molasses.  Even so, he 
opposed delaying the final vote on the tariff bill and 
supported its final passage on April 15, 1824.19    
 Arguably, Daniel Garrison’s most significant decision 
had to do with the presidential election of 1824.  No 
candidate had won a majority in the Electoral College.  
Although Andrew Jackson had won a plurality of the 
popular and the electoral votes, he had a majority in 
neither.  Thus, the House of Representatives had to choose 
the President, where each state had one vote.  Garrison and 
his running mates had won election with little opposition 
in 1824, but the question emerged about their personal 
preferences for the presidency.  The vote for presidential 
electors in New Jersey had resulted in the choice of seven 
electors favoring Andrew Jackson and one favoring John 
Quincy Adams.20         
 Speculation and intrigue revolved around the House of 
Representatives as it prepared to choose the next 
President.  Speaker Henry Clay, whose fourth-place finish 
in the electoral vote took him out of the running, met with 
second-place finisher John Quincy Adams on January 9, 
1825.  No record was kept of that meeting, but Clay threw 
his support to Adams and encouraged House delegations 
from states where he had won electoral votes to vote for 
him.  That was sufficient to give Adams the votes of 
thirteen of the twenty-four states then in the Union, thus 
electing John Quincy Adams the sixth President  

 The two marriages of Daniel Garri-

son as recorded in his father’s bible. 

First to Lurina Cripps in 1802 and sec-

ondly to Mary Curry in 1807.     

     From the Collection  
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hof the United States.  After taking office, Adams 
appointed Clay Secretary of State, leading to charges of a 
“corrupt bargain” between Adams and Clay.  Regardless 
of the validity of those charges, Adams never lived them 
down.              
 Leading up to the House vote, newspapers across the 
country speculated about its outcome.  There was little 
doubt about New Jersey.  On February 19, 1925, Niles 
Weekly Register identified Garrison as a certain vote for 
Andrew Jackson, along with four of his five colleagues.  
Only George Holcombe had voiced support for Adams.21  
Six days later, after the formal vote in the House, the 
newspaper’s projections proved correct, and New Jersey 
was one of seven states voting for Old Hickory.22   
 The presidential election of 1824, not resolved until 
February 1825, totally changed the political landscape of 
New Jersey and the entire nation.  The New Jersey 
Democratic-Republicans made a futile attempt to maintain 
their organizational unity, but such efforts collapsed at a 
party convention in Trenton on September 30, 1826.  An 
appeal “to the citizens of Salem County” on August 30 
foreshadowed that collapse.  A pro-Adams member of the 
party accused “a junto of designing politicians,” calling 
themselves “Democratic Republicans of the Jackson 
school,” of making an effort to “strangle the public 
voice.”  On August 30, they had called a meeting to select 
delegates to the party convention in Trenton.  When that 
meeting convened, Adams supporters endeavored to 
postpone it so that more folks could attend.  Such efforts 
failed, and thirteen men, presumably Jackson supporters, 
selected the county’s delegation to the Trenton 
convention.  Adams supporters then called for another 
meeting on September 16 to undo the work of the 
“junto.”23              
 The main purpose of the Trenton convention was to 
nominate a unified ticket of candidates for the United 
States House of Representatives.  The convention failed in 
that effort, and the convention divided into two factions 
which nominated Jackson and Adams (or Administration) 

tickets.  The Jackson ticket included most of the 
incumbents, including Daniel Garrison, who had 
supported Jackson in the House vote for President the 
previous year.  Adams supporters chose Hedge Thompson 
of Salem County rather than Garrison.  Both sides did 
agree that one incumbent, George Holcombe, was worthy 
of another term in Congress.  When the votes were 
counted, the Adams ticket emerged triumphant, and 
Daniel Garrison lost his seat in Congress.  Salem County 
followed that statewide pattern; the Adams ticket won the 
county by an average of 300 votes. However, the contest 
between Garrison and Thompson was closer.  Thompson 
won 744 votes to Garrison’s 702.24  Daniel Garrison 
remained politically active.  In 1834, Andrew Jackson 
appointed him Collector of Customs for the port of 
Bridgeton, New Jersey.  Such a position was much sought 
after, and could be quite lucrative.  In 1850, according to a 
report in the Salem Standard, the Democratic Party 
considered nominating Garrison for governor.  That report 
commented on Garrison’s broad base of support; he was 
“favorably known to his party in East Jersey.”25  Had 
Garrison won election, he would not have completed his 
term; he died on February 13, 1851. His obituary made 
note of the public offices that he had held in Salem, 
Trenton, and Washington.  It also noted his lifelong 
affiliation with St. John’s Church, where he served as 
senior warden at the time of his death.26   
 Garrison served Salem County and New Jersey 
through a time of political upheaval and transition.  The 
old First Party System had disappeared as Andrew 
Jackson and his opponents redefined the political 
landscape.  Even though his voting record on issues such 
as the tariff would not later be considered “Jacksonian,” 
Garrison chose to affiliate with Jackson’s supporters, and 
he was defeated in 1826, mainly for that reason.  Indeed, 
Garrison’s political choices in the mid-1820s reflected the 
political uncertainties of the times when personalities and 
political ambition often eclipsed issues as determinants of 
political affiliation.  

Endnotes: 
1Garrison family Bible, copies in the Garrison family folder, 
Salem County Historical Society, Salem, New Jersey (hereafter:  
SCHS).  Garrison’s forbears had come to the Cohansey area 
(now in Cumberland County) from New York.  The name was 
Anglicized from the Dutch Gerrits. 
2True American, Trenton, New Jersey, October 21, 1805, 
November 3, 1806, and November 9, 1807. 
3Votes and Proceedings of the 31st General Assembly of the 
State of New Jersey (Trenton:  Wilson and Halsey, 1806), 112, 
114, 128, 132. 
4Votes and Proceedings of the 32nd General Assembly of the 
State of New Jersey (Trenton:  Wilson and Halsey, 1807), 36, 
122, 171.                                                                                                        
5Parish records are only extant from 1812.  Copies of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church Parish Records, SCHS. 
6Ibid.              (continued on next page) 

 Certificate of appointment of Daniel Garrison as Collector of 

Customs for the Port of Bridgeton, January 16, 1834. Signed by 

President Andrew Jackson. (000.080.049)        From the Collection  
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 Bruce A. Bendler received his Ph. D. in history from the 
University of Delaware in 2000. He has previously contributed to 

Delaware History, New Jersey History, Cecil Historical Journal of 
the Cecil County (Maryland) Historical Society and the Quarterly 
Newsletter of the Salem County Historical Society. Bendler is ad-

junct professor of history at the University of Delaware. Dr. Bendler 
also does research work and cataloguing for Oak Knoll, an anti-
quarian book store in New Castle, Delaware. 

7Christian Herald, November 29, 1817, 4 and 10. 
8The certificate of his appointment is in the Garrison family 
folder, SCHS. 
9Nile’s Weekly Register, Baltimore, Maryland, November 16, 
1816. 
10

Palladium of Liberty, Morristown, New Jersey, October 17, 
1822.                                                                                                     
11Washington Whig, Bridgeton, New Jersey, October 21, 1822.  
New Jersey then elected its congressional delegation at large, 
rather than by districts. 
12Palladium of Liberty, Morristown, October 17, 1822. 
13National Intelligencer, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, January 25, 
1825.                                                                                                           
14National Gazette, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, January 25, 1825.  
15Connecticut Herald, New Haven, Connecticut, February 17, 
1824. 
16Richmond Enquirer, Richmond, Virginia, March 17, 1826. 
17Washington Whig, Bridgeton, New Jersey, December 20, 1823. 
18Appendix to the Congressional Globe for the 1st Session, 28th 
Congress (Washington, D. C., 1844), 632. 
19A summary of the debate and final vote appeared in Niles 
Weekly Register, Baltimore, Maryland, November 13, 1824. 
20Niles Weekly Register, Baltimore, Maryland, November 13, 
1824. 
21Niles Weekly Register, Baltimore, Maryland, February 18, 1825. 
22Washington National Journal, Washington, D. C., February 25, 
1825.                                                                                                   
23“To the Citizens of Salem County,” manuscript in the Politics 
Folder, SCHS. 
24Salem Messenger, Salem, New Jersey, October 27, 1826.    
25Report in the Salem Standard mentioned in the Trenton State 
Gazette, Trenton, New Jersey, May 3, 1850. 
26

Copy of Garrison’s obituary in Garrison Family folder, SCHS.  

Salem’s Electric Lights 
 “On Saturday, 23d ins’t, the streets of the city of Salem 
were first lighted by electricity. On that evening, the machin-
ery and apparatus necessary to the purpose were put in opera-
tion and the lamps lighted in an experimental way. 
 “Everything worked satisfactorily, and on Monday even-
ing, the 25th, promptly at 8 o’clock, the lamps shone forth 
under the contract with the city, in splendid style. 

 
  

 “Everybody was surprised at the effect—those who fa-
vored the new system at the brilliancy, steadiness and extent 
of the illumination, and those who had been in favor of the 
old system at the success of the enterprise and the fulfillment 
of the promise of the Electric Light Company. 
 “With the machinery working smoothly, every lamp light-
ed gave forth 2000 candle power, and the distance between 
each lamp was illuminated so as to enable the reading of me-
dium size print and the figures on the face of a watch. 
 “There may be odd places where the crooks in the streets 
and too many trees prevent the light from extending over the 
surface intended and provided for, but these, will no doubt be 
remedied in time; and should a few more lamps be necessary 
to properly light the streets, the Council can readily supply 
these at the contract rate—a price lower than in any other city 
that we know of that is lighted by electricity. 
 “Salem has indeed taken a long stride forward. Let us all 
see to it that she keeps on the progressive step.” 

Salem Sunbeam, Salem. NJ, March 29, 1889 

Salem’s Electric Lights 
 “The streets were illuminated by electric lights for the first 
time on Saturday evening, the arc system being operated for a 
short time to test the machinery, lamps, &c. While no effort 
was made to secure the full power of the lamps, the trial was 
pronounced a success. On Monday evening, the contract with 
the Gas Co. having expired, the system was put in regular 
operation, and the light furnished was of great power and 
brilliancy, and gave general satisfaction. Only 20 lights were 
lighted on the principal streets, the back streets having oil 
lamps, for which the contract does not expire until May 15 th, 
when they will also be lighted by electricity. The lamps are 
2000 candle power double arc lights, Waterhouse patent, with 
the Westinghouse improvements. They give a very steady 
light, and the irregularity noticeable in the Brush and other 
systems seems to be entirely avoided. The Electric Light Co. 
is to be congratulated on the success of its system, and our 
city fathers for securing such an improvement in street 
lighting. The lights burn all night from dusk to daylight.” 

The South Jerseyman, Salem, NJ, March 26, 1889 

 The tablet gravestone of Daniel Garrison at the cemetery of                                     

 St. John’s Episcopal Church , Salem, NJ.  
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 George A. Githens, age 88, of Elsinboro passed away August 31, 2013. Born 
in Salem, he was the son of the late Henry and Florence Haynes Githens. Mr. 
Githens was an electronics technical specialist for the E. I. duPont Company 
Chambers Works. He was an Army Air Force veteran of World War II, receiving 
the Distinguished Flying Cross Medal, Air Force, and Good Conduct Medal. He 
was a member of St. John’s Episcopal Church of Salem, American Legion Post 
75 of Salem and the 14th Air Force Association. Survived by sons David Githens 
and Peter Githens (Janice). Predeceased by his wife the former Christine Schaner 
and brother H. Munro Githens. Internment was in the Salem County Veteran’s 
Cemetery.            South Jersey Times, September 9, 2013 
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               Library Acquisitions:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Jones, Frank D. (in honor  of Woodstown Masonic Lodge #138 F & AM), Carneys Point, NJ . 1930 Woodstown High School Diploma for  Hazel 
Frances Campbell (2017.070)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Magill, Ronald, Salem, NJ . Aer ial photograph of the Pennsville-Carneys Point region of Salem County dated 1965. (2017.072)                                                                    
McGowan, William L., J r ., Salem, NJ . Pamphlet entitled, “School Shop Vol. XXII no. 10, June 1963. (2017.071)                                                                                  
Miller, Deborah Sherron, Savannah, GA. Six notebooks and two manuscr ipts by James Fenton Sher ron, J r . of Plymouth Meeting, PA relating to 
the early history of Salem County, New Jersey. (2017.055)                                                                                                                                                                                              
Mitchell, Bruce, Salem, NJ. Pamphlet entitled, “Woodmere Camp 100-year anniversary booklet, 1917-2017. (2017.065)                                                                                   
Newman, Cory, Pleasantville, NJ. Bluepr ints of the Pedr icktown Missile Master  Facility and documents relating to the facility and the Gib bsboro 
Air Force base. (2017.064)         Museum Acquisitions:                                                                                                                      
Greever, Matthew, Alloway, NJ . Ink Blotter  for  I.O. Acton of Salem, agent for  the Farmers’ Fire Insurance Company of York, PA. (2015.079)                                 
Greever, Matthew, Alloway, NJ. Hat box from hat shop at 289 E. Broadway, Salem, NJ. (2015.075)                                                                                                             
McGowan, William L., J r . (in memory of William L. McGowan), Salem, NJ. Two Tom’s Beverage Bottles and One Mission of California glass bottle. 
(2017.051)                                    
Tatnall, George G., Woodstown, NJ . Por tr ait of Margaret Mecum Conar roe by George Conar roe. (2017.056)                                                                                         
Tatnall, Henry R., Jr., Wilmington, DE. Por trait of Henry Mar tyn Rumsey and Margaret Conar roe Rumsey by George Conarroe. (2017.058)                           
Whipple, Peter (in memory of Nancy T. Whipple), Blue Spr ings, MO. Por trait of George Clark Rumsey be George Conar roe. (2017.057)                                     
                                            (to be continued) 

Jim and Helen Acton in memory of Marion 
H. Patrick 

Gwen D. Art in honor of                                         
Barbara and Brian Duffy 

Mike Ayars 

Joanne and Russ Bassett 

Gail S. Boyd 

Sue and Bob Breslin in memory of Vic 
Major 

Brooks Auctioneers 

Robert A. Brooks in memory of Shirley E. 
Brooks  

Joan Miller Brown in memory of Wyatt 
Acton Miller and Wyatt Wistar Miller 

Louise G. Brown 

Sherry Burnette in memory of my 
ancestors Burnette, Gaffney and Richman 

Jeanne W. Campbell 

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Carpenter, Jr. 

Gail Cooper 

Robert and Cynthia Costa 

Suzanne and David Culver 

Peg Danner 

Barbara J. Dawson 

Jerilyn Denn-Fry in memory of Charles 
Winfield Denn 3rd 

Herbert Dougherty 

Mr. and Mrs. Brian M. Duffy 

Gerald and Jacqueline Eddis 

Bonny Beth Elwell 

Jack and Janet Elk 

J.F. Elk Painting, LLC 

James M. Eyler 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Frank 

William J. Gallo, Jr. 

Cathy Gray in memory of Blance Patrick 
Paulding 

James M. Goslin in memory of                                  
Goose Goslin and Mary T. Goslin 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Haaf, Jr. 

Bill Hamilton 

Mary Hancock in memory of William C. 
Hancock, Jr. 

Sue and Curt Harker 

Charlotte and Charles Harrison 

Ms. Trudi Hathaway in memory of Torrey 
Reade 

Mrs. Ray Anita Hemphill 

Ernest L. Henderson in honor of Ernest L. 
Henderson 

Katherine A. Heverin 

John and Wanda Hofbauer 

William C. Horner in honor of Ruthanne 
Wright 

Joann Humphrey 

Margaret Hilliard Johnson in memory of                       
Bernard A. Hilliard 

Law Offices of John D. Jordan 

Kurt Kaufmann 

Noel Kemm 

James and Anavia Lloyd 

Mannington Mills, Inc.  

Armando and Blanca Martinez 

Robert S. McPherson 

Sally Wistar Miller in memory of Sara 
Wistar Waterman 

Barbara Miller 

Ellen Morrissey 

Barbara B. Nathan 

Barbara S. O’Breza 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis K. O’Hare 

Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence B. Owen 

Thomas A. Pankok, Sr. in memory of Sgt. 
Carl F. Pankok KIA WWII 

Erv and Dawn Parker 

Ruth S. Patrick in memory of Norman L. 
Patrick, Jr.  

Barbara S. Peterson 

J. Lewis and Elizabeth Lep Powell 

Mr. Leslie Prior 

Alice Saunderlin in memory of William V. 
Saunderlin 

Bill and Beth Saunderlin in memory of 
Our Ancestors 

Craig and Gaynel Schneeman 

Marianne Scollan 

Bill and Shirley Shockley 

Steven Sickler 

B. Harold Smick, Jr.  

Sarah Alexander Smith 

Nancy Spangler in memory of Anna Ware 
Fogg 

Marjory T. Standiford 

Janice Van Meter Stavenick in memory of 
Margaret Minch Van Meter 

Walter L. Stewart, Jr. in memory of Joseph 
Stewart and Mary Reeves Stewart 

William K. Stoms, Jr., Ed. D. in memory 
of William K. Stoms, Sr. 

Lois Strang in memory of Ethel Kernan 

Sheldon Strober 

Cathy Thompson-Kriegstein 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Tisa 

Elizabeth M. Verdecchio in memory of 
Carlton Allen Bishop 

Joel and Faith Vittori 

Alice Waddington 

Jean E. Whitaker 

Gary and Linda Wilson 

Bob and Merry Woodruff 

Carol Woolman 

Elizabeth H. Yerkes 

Eleanor Ebert Young and Russell Young 
in memory of Lucy Bonham Ebert 

 

2017 Annual Appeal Donors 



 

 

Volunteers 

Bonnie Baker                          

Melinda Baker 

Debbie Battiatto 

Andrew Bee  

Bruce Bendler, Ph. D. 

Robert A. Brooks, Ph. D. 

J. Harlan Buzby 

Gretchen Buzby 

Theresa Christoff 

Michael J. Cooke 

Suzanne Cooke 

Cynthia Costa 

Robert Costa 

Dave Culver 

Peg Danner 

Barbara Dawson 

Michael Dixon 

Barbara Smith Duffy 

Brian M. Duffy 

Bonny Beth Elwell 

Dottie Fisher 

Tammy Fisher                        

Earl Gage                                                                    

Rhonda Gage                                

William J. Gallo, Jr. 

Wayne Gotwals 

Curt Harker 

Sue Harker  

Charles Harrison 

Charlotte Harrison  

Katherine Heverin 

Eppie Jones 

Peggy Kavanaugh  

Noel Kemm 

Ronald E. Magill 

Armando Martinez 

Blanca Martinez                           

Craig Maue 

Maggie Maxwell-Mood 

Pete Michael  

Ellen Morrissey 

Dale Murschell 

Barbara Nathan 

Christie Nelson 

Trudy K. O’Hare 

Lawrence B. Owen 

Erv Parker  

Amanda Pierce 

Donald L. Pierce                                

George Reese                   

Jason Reese                                 

Kelly Roncace 

Beth Saunderlin 

Bill Saunderlin 

Craig Schneeman 

Gay Schneeman 

Janet Sheridan                          

Sheldon Strober, Ed. D.  

Walt Valentine 

Maggie Vaughan 

Courtney Warren 

Ruthanne Wright 

Diane Wohlrab   

Ron Wohlrab              

Yes, I would like to become a member of the                   

Salem County Historical Society! 
 Name______________________________ New Member  Renewal or  Gift   

Address___________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip__________________________________________________ 

Telephone_______________________  Email ____________________________________ 

                                             

Please make checks payable to the Salem County Historical Society.                                  
The Society now accepts credit card payments for 

 new memberships, renewals, and upgrades through our secure website: 
www.salemcountyhistoricalsociety.com  

RETURN TO: SCHS, 83 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079 

Student     $10 

Individual    $25 

Family/Household  $40 

Partner     $100 

Sustaining    $150 

Contributing   $250 

Lifetime    $500 

Please circle your desired category 

We also have Business & Corporate  
Membership Opportunities! 

     Oak Tree Associate      $100-$249 

     Pedersen Providers      $250-$499 

     Goodwin Providers      $500-$999                                                                             

     Fenwick Benefactors     $1000+ 

For more information on how your business 
can become members of the Society, please 
call 856-935-5004 
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Corporate and Business Members 
“Partnerships with History” 

 

FENWICK BENEFACTORS 
The Denn House at Hancocks Bridge 

GOODWIN PROVIDERS 
Kates Realty, LLC 

Mannington Mills, Inc. 
PEDERSEN PROVIDERS 
Chemours Chambers Works 

Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
of Salem County 
J.F. Elk Painting 

Mr. and Mrs. Karl Schaeffer 
Henry D. Young, Inc. 

OAK TREE ASSOCIATES 
Bob Brooks Auction Sales 

Bedard, Kurowicki & Co., CPA’s  
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Davis 

Mr. Robert L. Davis 
Frank Leonards & Frank, LLC 
Friends of the Hancock House 

John D. Jordan, Esq. 
Morgan’s Electrical Services 

Nancy Casey Team, Berkshire Hathaway     
Home Services - Fox & Roach Realtors                       

Oak Tree Chapter-NSDAR 
Pine Tavern Distillery 

Stand Up For Salem, Inc. 
Walter Nicholson Century 21 

 
The Society is grateful for the support 

 of our corporate and business members.  
For more information about our 

 “Partnership with History” program 
Call (856) 935-5004 or visit 

www.salemcountyhistoricalsociety.com 
 

Board of Trustees 

Barbara Smith Duffy, President .............................  2018 

Armando Martinez, Executive Vice President  .....  2018 

Ervin S. Parker, Jr., VP Museum ...........................  2019 

Ellen Morrissey, VP Library  ..................................  2020 

Robert Schmid, VP Buildings & Grounds .............  2020 

Bonny Beth Elwell, VP Membership .....................  2020 

Gaynel Schneeman, Treasurer  ................................  2019 

Margaret Danner, Recording Secretary ................ .. 2019 

William J. Gallo, Jr., Trustee  .................................  2020 

Susan Harker, Trustee  .............................................  2018 

Barbara Dawson, Trustee  ........................................  2019 

Diane Wohlrab, Trustee ...........................................  2019 

Trudy K. O’Hare, Trustee .........................................  2018 

Sheldon Strober, Ed. D., Trustee .............................  2020  

Robert A. Brooks, Ph. D., Trustee Emeritus 

Donald L. Pierce, Trustee Emeritus 

Newsletter: J. Harlan Buzby, Andrew R. Coldren, 

Richard J. Guido, Jr. 

Staff 
 

Administrator and Curator: Andrew R. Coldren 

Administrative Librarian: Richard Guido 

Bookkeeper: Wanda Hofbauer 

Groundskeeper: William Jackson 

Housekeeper: Mary Cardinal 

Membership Report 

Individual   

Harry Rudderow,                
Pennsville, NJ 

Susan Donnelly,                   
Kensington, MD 

In Memoriam 

Ernest L. Henderson,                   
Salem, NJ 

Carl Nittinger,                            
Salem, NJ 

Portrait. James H. Simkins, 
artist, of this city, has made an 
excellent crayon portrait of A. 
W. Sherron, which he exhibits 
in Robinson & Hacketts 
window as a specimen of his 
skill.    —Standard 

—After reading the Standard’s 
item about Mr. Simkins’ portrait 
of A. W. Sherron, we took a 
peep at the crayon as it lay in 
Robinson & Hackett’s window, 
and we congratulate both artist 
and subject upon the excellent 
likeness and artistic finish of the 
production.  

 Salem Sunbeam, Salem, NJ,                 
       March 12, 19, 1880 



 

 

Salem County Historical Society 

83 Market Street  

Salem, NJ  08079 

Nonprofit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Pennsville, NJ 

Permit No. 118 

 

The Salem County Historical Society receives general operating support grants and project grants from the New Jersey Historical Commission, a division of the Department of 

State.  Additional funding has been made possible in part by funds from the New Jersey Historical Commission, a division of the Department of State, through the Salem 

County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the Salem County Cultural and Heritage Commission.   

PHOTO ID PLEASE! 

     

 Photograph of twenty-one members of the Colored Woman's Club of Salem, New Jersey, (as identified on the back of the 
photograph). The women are wearing formal dresses, standing in what appears to be a gymnasium. Please aid us in identifying the 
members of this society.                       From the collection (000.711.1190)


